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XXX VITI.—On an apparently new Species of Zosterops from 
the Island of Anjuan, Comoro Group. By H. B. Tristram, 
DD. ERS: 


(Plate XI.) 


I was surprised, on looking through my series of Zosterops, 
to find a specimen which had been obtained by Mr. C. E. 
Bewsher in 1879, and had been labelled Z. anjuanensis before 
I purchased it, but which I had placed, without noticing its 
label, among my series of grey-backed White-eycs, as the 
representative of this section from the Comoros. In every 
point, except in coloration, it comes very close to Z. anjuan- 
ensis, but the measurements are slightly larger. I have 
compared it with eight specimens of its congener, and do not 
find in any of them the slightest indications of a tendency to 
vary or to lose the bright olive-green of the upper parts or 
the rich yellow of the throat. This bird shows no trace of 
green on the upper surface, which is of a lightish ashen grey ; 
but the throat is very faintly washed with yellow, as is a very 
narrow portion of the forehead. 

I sent my specimens to Professor Newton and Sir Edward 
Newton, and they coincide in my opinion that it must belong 
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to a distinct species. But the Professor sent to me aspecimen 
which he has had several years in spirit, and which Mr. Cul- 
lingford, of Durham, has now very carefully prepared. This 
bird is very near mine, but the grey on the back seems 
slightly tinged with green, and the yellow wash on the throat 
is more decided, while the tarsus is slightly shorter. Of 
course, however, it is dangerous to draw any positive con- 
elusion as to coloration from a specimen which has been 
eight years in spirit. My bird has every appearance of 
being fully adult, and has not been in spirit. J therefore 
venture to describe it as new, and to call it 


ZOSTEROPS PRETERMISSA, Sp. nov. (Plate XI. fig. 1.) 

Z. capite et dorso albido-cinereis; frontis margine usque ad 
oculos obscure luteo; loris nigris; plumarum annulo 
oculos cingente argenteo; thorace flavido vix tincto; 
corpore subtus et lateribus albidis cinereo lavatis ; rostro 
forti, paullulum longiore quam in Z. mauritiana. Long. 
tot. 4°3, alee 2:25, caude 1:75, tarsi 72, 

Hab. Anjuan, inss. Comorensium. 

I take this opportunity, with the kind assent of tle Editors 
of ‘The Ibis,’ of adding a figure (Plate XI. fig. 2) of my 
Zosterops havarum, recently described in this Journal (Ibis, 
1887, p. 234). 

The following is a short synopsis of the species of Zosterops, 
so far as at present known, from Madagascar and the 
Mascarene Islands :— 


GREEN-BACKED SPECIES. 


Z. semiflava, E. Newton. Uniform greenish yellow above, 
brighter on the rump; lower parts rich yellow, with 
chestnut flanks.— Had. Seychelles. 

Z. mayottensis, Schlegel. Not seen by me; it seems from 
the description and from Pollen and Van Dam’s figure 
to be very close to Z. semiflava, but with a bright citron- 
yellow forehead.—Hab. Ins. Mayotte. 

Z. kirki, Shelley. Uniform greenish yellow above; uni- 
form lemon-yellow below. This species has recently been 
described by M. Oustalet—Hab. Grand Comoro Island. 

Z. anjuanensis, È. Newton. Greenish yellow above, with 
narrow orauge forehead and black lores; chin, throat, 
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and lower tail-coverts orange-yellow; breast and abdo- 
men pale ashy.—Hab. Ins. Anjuan. 

Z. madagascariensis (Gmel.). Like Z. anjuanensis, but with- 
out the orange forehead ; lores only blackish, and throat 
and under tail-coverts a much paler yellow.—Hab. Ma- 
dagascar. 

Z. hesitata, Hartl. Back dark green, rump and upper tail- 
coverts lighter; head blackish; chin lightish grey; 
throat and breast ashen grey ; abdomen whitish; under 
tail-coverts pale yellow; bill decurved.—Hab. Ins. 
Bourbon. 

R. curvirostris, Swains. Head and upper back slaty grey; 
lower back green; chin, throat, and breast ashen; flanks 
lighter; abdomen whitish; under tail-coverts ycllow ; 
bill decurved.— Hab. Mauritius. 


GREY-BACKED SPECIES. 


Z. modesta, E. Newton. Larger; uniform olive-brown above ; 
chin and lower tail-coverts whitish; rest of lower parts 
light olive-brown.—Hab. Seychelles. 

Z. borbonica (Gmel.). Smaller ; olive-brown above ; upper 
tail-coverts white; no ring of white feathers round the 
eye; lower parts ashy grey, lighter on the chin and 
under tail-coverts; flanks chestnut.—Hab. Ins. Bourbon. 

Z. mauritiana (Gmel.). Upper parts delicate bluish grey ; 
rump and upper tail-coverts white; no rmg round the 
eye; lower parts white, tinged with grey on the breast ; 
flanks rusty brown.—Hab. Mauritius. 

Z. hovarum, Tristr. Like Z. mauritiana, but without the 
white rump, and with a conspicuous white ring round 
the eyes.—Hab. Madagascar. 

Z. pretermissa, Triste. Upper parts whitish ashen, with a 
narrow faint yellowish forehead and white ring round 
the eyes; the whole lower parts ashy white, with a yel- 
lowish tinge on the throat.—Hab. Ins. Anjuan. 
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